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Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

In compliance with the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .56, it is respectfully 
requested that this Information Disclosure Statement be entered and the documents 
listed below and on the attached Form PTO-1449 be considered by the Examiner and 



made of record. Copies of the listed documents required by 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(a)(2) are 
enclosed for the convenience of the Examiner. 



The references now cited are the following: 



U.S. PATENT NO. 


ISSUE DATE 


PATENTEE 


5,848,588 


12/1998 


FOLEY ET AL. 


5,881,718 


03/1999 


MORTENSEN ET AL. | 


6,039,042 A 


03/2000 


SLADEK 


6,293,279 


09/2001 


SCHMIDT ET AL. 


6,345,617 B1 


02/2002 


MITCHELL ETAL. | 


6,435,176 B1 


08/2002 


BERG ET AL. 


FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


[ DOCUMENT NUMBER 


DATE 


COUNTRY 


WO 95/20414 


08/1995 


PCT 


WO 98/19727A 


05/1998 


PCT 


WO 02/04056 A 


01/2002 


PCT 


OTHER ART 



International Search Report, mailed August 12, 2004, PCT/IB2004/001 1 32. 

Written Opinion of the International Searching Authority, or the Declaration, mailed August 12, 
2004, PCT/IB2004/001132. 



Rupprect, L; Hawkinson C: "Conductive Plastics for Medical Applications," 

MEDICAL DEVICE & DIAGNOSTIC INDUSTRY, 1999, XP002286594, pages 96-, whole 

document. 

"Surface Resistivity" graph, origin and date unknown. 

"Pharmaceutical Aerosol Systems Division AeroSpacer* Collapsible Integrated Actuator with 
AeroCount Integra* Integrated Dose Indicator," Trudell Medical International, TMI-Aerosol 
Pharma Systems - AeroSpacer web site, 

http://www.trudellmedical.com/aerosol_aerospacer_collapsible.shtml, 3/7/03, p. 1 of 2. 

"Asthma COPD Products Home Page," Trudell Medical International, TMI-Asthma COPD 

Products website, http://www.trudellmedical.com/copd_home.shtml, 3/7/03, p. 1 of 2. 

"Preliminary Product Data, PermaStat® 1 500-50D Polyester Thermoplastic Elastomer (TPE) 
Permanently Anti-Static ESD Protection 50-A Durometer," RTP Imagineering Plastics®, RTP 
Company Product Data Sheet website, 

http://222.rtpcompany.com/info/data/1500/PermaStat1500-50D.htm, 3/7/03, pp. 1-2. 

"Preliminary Product Data PermaStat® 1200-70A Polyurethane Thermoplastic Elastomer (TPU) 
Permanently Anti-Static ESD Protection 70-A Durometer," RTP Company Product Sheet 
website, http://www.rtpcompany.com/info/data/1200/PermaStat1200-70A.htm, 3/7/03, pp. 1-2. 
"Preliminary Product Data RTP 199 X 92520 Polypropylene (PP) Long Glass Fiber Flame 
Retardant," RTP Company Product Data Sheet website, 

http://www.rtpcompany.com/info/data/0100/RTP199X92520.htm, 3/7/03, pp. 1-2. 
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"Preliminary Product Data PermaStat®100 Polypropylene (PP) Permanently Anti-Static ESD 
Protection," RTP Company Product Data Sheet website, 

http://www.rtpcompany.com/info/data/0100/PermaStat100.htm, 3/7/03, pp. 1-2. 

"Preliminary Product Data PermaStat® 300 Polycarbonate (PC) Permanently Anti-Static ESD 
Protection," RTP Company Product Data Sheet website, 

http://www.rtpcompany.com/info/data/permastat/PermaStat300.htm, 3/7/03, pp. 1-2. 

"Preliminary Product Data PermaStat® 600 Acrylonitrile Butadiene Styrene (ABS) Permanently 
Anti-Static ESD Protection," RTP Company Product Data Sheet website, 

http://www.rtpcompany.com/info/data/permastat/PermaStat600.htm, 3/7/03, pp. 1-2. 

"Latest Innovations: Conductive Compounds, Typical conductive additives," RTP Company - 
Typical conductive additives - Conductive Compounds website, 

http://www.rtpcompany.com/products/conductive/additives.htm, copyright 1995-2003 RTP 

Company, 3/7/03, pp. 1-3. 

"Latest Innovations: Elastomer Compounds," RTP Company - Thermoplastic Elastomer 
Compounds - Elastomer Compounds website, 

http://www.rtpcompany.com/products/elastomer/tpe.htm, copyright 1995-2003 RTP Company, 

3/7/03, pp. 1-2. 

"Latest Innovations: Conductive Compounds, PermaStat® Compounds," RTP Company - 
PermaStat® Compounds - Conductive Compounds website, 

http://www.rtpcompany.com/products/conductive/permastat.htm, copyright 1995-2003 RTP 

Company, 3/7/03, pp. 1-3. 

"PermaStat® Compounds," RTP Company - PermaStat® Compounds (Conductive) - Data 
Sheets website, http://www.rtpcompany.com/info/data/permastat/index.htm, copyright 1995- 
2001,3/7/03, pp. 1-4. . 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(g),(h), this Information Disclosure Statement 
is not to be construed as a representation that a search has been made and is not to be 
construed to be an admission that the information cited is, or is considered to be, 
material to patentability as defined in 37 C.F.R. § 1 .56(b). 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed prior to the receipt of the first 
Official Action reflecting an examination on the merits and hence is believed to be timely 
filed in accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(b). No fees are believed to be due in 
connection with filing of this Information Disclosure Statement, however, should any 
fees under 37 C.F.R. §§1.16 to 1.21 be deemed necessary for any reason relating to 
these material, the Commissioner is hereby authorized to deduct said fees from Brinks 
Hofer Gilson & Lione Deposit Account No. 23-1925. A duplicate copy of this document 
is enclosed. 
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In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(e)(1 ), Applicant(s) hereby certify that each 
item of the information disclosed in this Information Disclosure Statement was cited in a 
communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more 
than three months prior to filing of the present statement, as evidenced by the date of 
the enclosed search report. 

Applicant(s) respectfully request that the listed documents be made of record in 
the present case. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Registration No. 38,629 
Attorney for Applicant(s) 



BRINKS HOFER GILSON & LIONE 
P.O. Box 10395 
Chicago, IL 60610 
(312)321-4200 
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